India is a diverse country and so are its institutions, systems and ideologies. A succinct
description of India is not possible without & generous mention of its colourful
institutions like the quintessential caste system, the tenuous tribal situations, the
vivacious gender problem, the hawk like surveillance of the mass-media and the ever
increasing politicisation of these problems. We hope to get a bird's view of the society
deploying all these arcas which shall explore the nooks and corners of our socicty.

The School of the Social Sciences had organized a workshop on the eve of restructuring
its Self-Learning Materials of Bachelor Degree Programme in Sociology (ESO). After
the successful organization of the workshop, the school now wants to publish an edited
book as a follow-up of the workshop. The book shall breed a rich inter-sectional picture of
the Indian society as looked through the lenses of caste, tribe, gender, media and politics.
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Srabanti Choudhuri (b.1981) is an Assistant Professor in Sociology,
School of Social Sciences, Netaji Subhas Open University. She
started her career as a Lecturer in Sociology in Barasat College and
thereafter joined Asutosh College as Lecturer. Hereafier she joined as
Assistant Professor in Sociology in Jhargram Raj  Government
College (Girls' Wing) through Public Service Commission. West
Bengal. Her areas of interest include caste, civilization, colonial and
post-colonial Bengal. She has presented her papers across the country
including seminars conducted by UNICEF, Jharkhand, Centre for
Development Studies, Thiruvananthapuram, Indian Institute of Advanced Studies,
Shimla and National School of Drama, New Delhi. She has quite some publications to her
credit.
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Dr Chandan Basu (b.1971) is Professor of History and Director,
School of Social Sciences, Netaji Subhas Open University. Hedid his
Ph. D. in the Department of History, Jadavpur University on the
development of left ideology and politics in West Bengal during the
post-colonial era. He is currently working on the social history of left
4 politics in West Bengal. Hehas a very good number of publications to

‘i ' l | his credit. His major publications include The Making of the Left
Ideology in West Bengal: Culture, Political Economy, Revolution

1947-1970 (Delhi: 2009, Radical Ideology and Controlled Politics:
CPi and the History of West Bengal, 1947-1964 (Kolkata: 2015). He is also co-editor of
‘Gender Sensitization, Women Empowerment and Distance Education: History, Society
and Culture (Kolkata: 2014)" and Women, Violence and Law: An Intimate Interrogation -
Volume I & II (Kolkata: 2015 & 2016) Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Memorial Lecture
Series —A Compilation and Volume I, Gender, Culture and Politics: Bengal in the 20"
Century—Open Distance Initiative. Dr Basu has also published a number of papers in the
reputed journals.
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