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Under Graduate Degree Programme 

CBCS Syllabus 
Honours in Political Science (HPS)  

 

Programme Objectives 

 

Open and Distance Learning seeks to promote higher education as an effective 

alternative way along with conventional systems of education around the 

founding principles of universality, flexibility and innovativeness. With an aim 

to provide easy and affordable access to quality education, emphasis is given to 

adopt a learner centric approach in disseminating education and thereby meet 

with the ultimate objective to embrace the maximum learners who wishes to be 

a part of the greater academic community within the ambit of higher education. 

The discipline of Political Science shaped its programme accordingly in lieu of 

the greater goals of Open and Distance Learning to ensure both quality 

education and also to access visibly wide territorial reach. 

 

 Political Science as a discipline inculcates analytical thinking of an individual, 

develop the ability to think critically and help in applying logical reasons to 

reach conclusions.  

 It enhances the knowledge of diverse political system of the world and share 

their experiences to make a comprehensive understanding of the political 

system of our own country.  

 It further inspires an individual to become an effective citizen of the country by 

making them aware of the duties along with the rights as enshrined in the 

Constitution of India. In doing so it galvanizes the theoretical understanding 

http://www.wbnsou.ac.in/
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with that of the real life in practice. 

 

 Expected Learning/Programme Outcome: 

 
 

 Students pursuing Political Science will enable to apply their knowledge on domestic 

and international politics in a much vivid and organized manner. The proficiency of 

the discipline would enable to usher in the insightful innovations in the formulations 

of public policy both at national and international level.  

 

 The course has been designed in such that one could cultivate the basic tools 

underlying the modern social science research, adopt a multidisciplinary approach in 

integrating the discipline with other major subject of social sciences and thereby 

promotes competency in presenting well articulating and thought provoking research 

findings. 

 

 The curriculum therefore adorns the students equally in terms of skill enhancement 

and employability (viz: as a major subject in competitive examination like IAS, 

WBCS, other Government jobs; pursue career in Law; Employment in International 

Organizations like UNO) so that they could meet the requirements of both the 

professional and the academic world.  

 

Details of Course component and its distribution 

Programme 

Component 

SEM No.of 

Courses 

Credit 

per 

Course 

Marks 

per 

Course 

Marks per Course 

TEE Assign

ment 

Core Course (CC) I to VI 14 6 70 50 20 

Discipline Specific 

Elective Course 

(DSEC) 

V and 

VI 

04 6 70 50 20 

Generic Elective 

Course(GEC) 

I, II, 

III 

and 

IV 

04 6 70 50 20 

Ability 

Enhancement 

Course (AECC) 

I and 

II 

02 2 70 50 20 

Skill Enhancement 

Course(SEC) 

III 

and 

IV 

02 2 60 50 10 
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Note: For practical courses, there is no assignment mark, full marks will 

be evaluated in Term-End Examination (TEE) only. 

 

 

 

 

Programme component and semester wise distribution of courses 

 

 SEM-I SEM-II SEM-III SEM-IV SEM-V SEM-VI 

Core Course 
CC-01,02 CC-03,04 CC- 05 

         06 

07 

CC-08 

       09 

10 

CC-11,12 
CC-

13,14 

Generic 

Elective 

 

GE-01 
 

GE-02 
 

GE-03 
 

GE-04 
 

-- 
 

-- 

Discipline 

Specific 
-- -- -- -- 

DSE- 

01,02 

DSE- 

03, 04 

Ability 

Enhancement 

Compulsory 

Course 

AECC-01 
 

AECC- 02 

 

-- 

 

-- 

 

-- 

 

-- 

Skill 

Enhancement 

Course 

 
-- 

 
- 

 
SEC-01 

 
SEC-02 

 
-- 

 
-- 

Total No. of 

Course 
4 4 5 5 4 4 

Total Credits 20 20 26 26 24 24 

 

Course component wise division of credit points under CBCS system 

Programme 
Components 

No. of 
Courses 

Total Credit Total 

Marks 

Core Course (CC) 14 14X6credit=84 14X70=980 

Generic 

ElectiveCourse (GEC) 

4 4x6credit=24 4x70=280 

Discipline Specific 

Elective Course (DSEC) 

4 4x6credit=24 4x70=280 
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NS
OU 

Ability Enhancement 

Course (AECC) 

2 2X2CRedit=4 2X70=140 

Skill Enhancement Course 

(SEC) 

2 2X2CRedit=4 2X60=120 

 

 

Examination Pattern under CBCS system 

University holds semester-wise Term-End examination according to 

the 

followingpattern.Alearnerwillonlybeallowedtoappearinbacklogcourse

(s) 

ofEVENsemesterinthenextEVENsemester.Similarly,alearnerwillonlyb

e allowed to appear in backlog course(s) of ODD semester in the next 

ODD semester. 

 

Year Semester Courses 

 

 

1stYear 

1st.Semester(ODDSemester) CC-01,CC-02 

GE-01 

AECC-01 

2ND.SemesterSemester) 

(EVENSemester) 

CC-03,CC-04 

GE-02 

AECC-02 

 

 

2ndYear 

3rd. Semester  

(ODD Semester) 

CC-05, CC-06, CC-07 

GE-03 

SE-01 

4th.Semester  

(EVEN Semester) 

 

CC-08,CC-09,CC-10 

GE-04 

SE-02 

 

 

3rd Year 

5th. Semester  

(ODD Semester) 

CC-11,CC-12 

DS-01,DS-02 

6th. Semester  

(EVEN Semester) 

CC-13,CC-14 

DS-03,DS-04 

 

Credit wise examination duration in Term-End Examination 

Credit Course 

Type 

Total 

Marks 

Assignm

ent 

Marks 

Term- 

End 

Marks 

Duration of 

Term- End 

Examination 
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Course 

having6 

Credits 

Theory 70 20 50 2hours 

Course 

having2 

Credits 

Theory 60 10 50 2hours 

 DurationofExaminationofeachcourse:2hours 

 Assignment will be conducted through digital platform on MCQ. 

 Evaluation System: Internal assessment  : 30% 

Term-end Examinations : 70% 

 

Programme Structure 

HPS: B.A. in Political Science (Hons.) 

 

SEM CODE Course Name Theory/ 

Practical 
Credi 

t 

Stu 

dy 

Ho 

urs 

TE Full 

Marks 

Assig. 

Full 

Mark 

s 

Tota 

l   

Mar 

ks 

Pass 

Mar 

ks 

30% 

1st Year
 

 
 
 
 

 
I 

CC- 

PS-01 

Introducing Political 

Theory 

Theory 
6 180 50 20 70 21 

CC- 

PS -

02 

Constitutional 

Government and 

Democracy in India 

Theory  

 
6 

 

 
180 

 

 
50 

 

 
20 

 

 
70 

 

 
21 

GE-01: # Refer Table 

below 

Theory 
6 180 50 20 70 21 

AE- 

BG-11 

* Bengali Theory  
2 

 
60 

 
50 

 
20 

 
70 

 
21 

AE- 

EG-12 

* English 

 
 

CC- 

PS -
03 

Political Theory-

Concepts and Debates 
Theory 

6 180 50 20 70 21 
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II 

CC- 

PS -

04 

Political Process in 

India 
Theory  

6 

 
180 

 
50 

 
20 

 
70 

 
21 

 

 

  GE-02: # Refer Table 

below 

Theory 
6 180 50 20 70 21 

AE- 

ES-21 

Environmental 

Studies 

Theory 
2 60 50 20 70 21 

2
n

d
 Y

e
a

r
 

 

 

 

 

II 

I 

CC- 

PS -

05 

Introduction to 

Comparative 

Government and 

Politics 

Theory  
6 

 
180 

 
50 

 
20 

 
70 

 
21 

CC- 

PS -06 

Perspectives on Public 

Administration 
Theory 

6 180 50 20 70 21 

CC- 

PS -

07 

Perspectives on 

International 

Relations and World 

History 

Theory  
6 

 
180 

 
50 

 
20 

 
70 

 
21 

GE-03: # Refer Table 

below 

Theory 
6 180 50 20 70 21 

SE- 

HI-11 

ICT in Education Theory 
2 60 50 10 60 18 

 

 

 

 
 
I 

V 

CC- 

PS -

08 

Political Processes and 

Institution  
Theory  

6 

 
180 

 
50 

 
20 

 
70 

 
21 

CC- 

PS -

09 

Public Policy and 

Administration in 

India 

Theory  
6 

 
180 

 
50 

 
20 

 
70 

 
21 

CC- 

PS -

10 

Global Politics Theory  
6 

 
180 

 
50 

 
20 

 
70 

 
21 

GE-04: # Refer Table 

below 

Theory 
6 180 50 20 70 21 

SE- 

HI-21 

Reading and 

Reflecting on Text 

Theory 
2 60 50 10 60 18 
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3
r

d
 Y

e
a

r
 

 

 
V 

CC- 

PS -

11 

Classical Political 

Philosophy 
Theory  

6 

 
180 

 
50 

 
20 

 
70 

 
21 

CC- 

PS -

12 

Indian Political 

Thought-I 
Theory  

6 

 
180 

 
50 

 
20 

 
70 

 
21 

 

  DS- 

PS-11 

Human Rights in a 
Comparative 
Perspective 

Theory 
6 180 50 20 70 21 

DS- 

PS-21 

Women, Power 

and Politics 

Theory  
6 

 
180 

 
50 

 
20 

 
70 

 
21 

 

 

 

 

 

 
V 

I 

CC- 

PS -

13 

Modern Political 

Philosophy 
Theory  

6 

 
180 

 
50 

 
20 

 
70 

 
21 

CC- 

PS -

14 

Indian Political 

Thought-II 
Theory  

6 

 
180 

 
50 

 
20 

 
70 

 
21 

DS- 

PS-31 

Understanding Global 
Politics 

Theory  
6 

 
180 

 
50 

 
20 

 
70 

 
21 

DS- 

PS-41 

¥India's Foreign 

Policy in a Globalizing 

World 

Theory  

 
6 

 

 
180 

 

 
50 

 

 
20 

 

 
70 

 

 
21 

DS- 

HI-42 

¥Understanding South 
Asia 

TOTAL 140  1800  

 

GE COMBINATION LIST: 

Subject Sem-1:GE-O1 Sem-2: GE-O2 Sem-3: GE-

O3 

Sem-4: GE-O4 
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HISTORY  

GE-HI-11: EASTERN INDIA 

(WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO 

BENGAL): (EARLIEST TO 

1203/1204) 

GE-HI-21: 

EASTERN INDIA 

(WITH SPECIAL 

REFERENCE TO 

BENGAL): 

(1203/1204-

1757) 

GE-HI-31: 

EASTERN 

INDIA (WITH 

SPECIAL 

REFERENCE 

TO BENGAL): 

(1757- 1947) 

GE-HI-41: MAKING OF 

CONTEMPORARY INDIA  

ENG GE-HI-42: MAKING OF 

CONTEMPORARY WORLD 

 

SOCIOLOGY 

GE-SO-11: INDIAN SOCIETY GE-SO-21: 

POPULATION 

AND SOCIETY 

GE-SO-31: 

GENDER AND 

VIOLENCE 

GE-SO-41: SOCIOLOGY OF 

SOCIAL MOVEMENTS  

ENG GE-SO-42: RETHINKING 

DEVELOPMENT 

BENGALI GE-BG-

11:বাাংলারসমাজওসাাংসৃ্কতিকপতরচয় 

GE-BG-21:বাাাংলা 

সাতিত্িেরইতিিাস 

(আধুতিকযুগ) 

GE-BG-

31:ভাষা, 

ছন্দওঅলঙ্কার 
GE-BG-41:আধুতিক 

বাাাংলাসাতিিেঃতিব বাতচিপাঠ 

 

 

*Learners have to choose any one from AE-BG-11: Bengali or AE-EG-12: 

English as Ability Enhancement Compulsory Course 1. 

 

# Learners have to choose any one subject from GE combination list, 

accordingly group courses of GE-1, 2, 3 & 4 will be fixed for Semester-I, II, III 

& IV. If there is 2 option available for GE course 4 in Semester IV, candidate 

have to choose any one option. 

 

¥ Learners have to choose any one for Discipline Specific course 4 learner have to choose 

one course from DS-PS-41: India's Foreign Policy in a Globalizing Worldor DSPS-42: 
Understanding South Asia. 
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Core Courses 

 

CORE COURSE - I 

Introducing Political Theory 

Block :I 

Unit-I :What is Politics :Theorizing the ‘Political’ 

Unit-2 : Traditions of Political Theory :Liberal Theory  

Unit-3 : Marxist Theory 

Unit-4  :Anarchist Theory 

Unit-5 : Conservative Theory 

Block :II 

Unit-1: Approaches to Political Theory :Normative Approach & Historical Approach 

Unit-2: Approaches to Political Theory :Empirical Approach 

Unit-3 :Critical and Contemporary Perspectives in Political Theory :Feminist  

Unit-4  :  Critical and Contemporary Perspectives in Political Theory :Postmodern 

Unit-5 :Critical and Contemporary Perspectives in Political Theory: Post-Colonial 

Block :III 

Unit-1:Democracy :The history of an idea - Classical and Modern Democracy  

Unit-2 :Debates on Democracy 

Unit-3 :Forms of Democracy :Liberal and Socialist 

Unit-4 :Procedural Democracy; Critique of Procedural Democracy  

Unit-5  :Deliberative Democracy :An idea / Concept, Characteristics and forms of  

Deliberative Democracy 

 

Block :IV 

Unit-1:Models of Democracy 

Unit-2 :Participation 

Unit-3 :Representation-Forms of representation 

Unit-4 :Functional 

Unit-5 :Territorial 

 

 
References and Suggested Readings 

Detail Syllabus 
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 Bhargava, R. (2008) ‘What is Political Theory’, in Bhargava, R and Acharya, A. (eds.) 

Political Theory: An Introduction. New Delhi: Pearson Longman, pp. 2-16. 

 

 Glaser, D. (1995) ‘Normative Theory’, in Marsh, D. and Stoker, G. (eds.) Theory and 

Methods in Political Science. London: Macmillan, pp. 21-40. 

 

 Bellamy, R. (1993) ‘Introduction: The Demise and Rise of Political Theory’, in Bellamy, 

R. (ed.) Theories and Concepts of Politics. New York: Manchester University Press, pp. 

1-14. 

 

 

 

 Sanders, D. (1995) ‘Behavioral Analysis’, in Marsh, D. and Stoker, G. (eds.) Theory and 

Methods in Political Science. London: Macmillan, pp. 58-75. 

 Chapman, J. (1995) ‘The Feminist Perspective’, in Marsh, D. and Stoker, G. (eds.) 

Theory and Methods in Political Science. London: Macmillan, pp. 94-114. 

 Bharghava, R, ‘Why Do We Need Political Theory’, in Bhargava, R. and Acharya, A. 

(eds.) Political Theory: An Introduction. New Delhi: Pearson Longman, pp. 17-36. 

 Bannett, J. (2004) ‘Postmodern Approach to Political Theory’, in Kukathas, Ch. and 

Gaus, G. F. (eds.) Handbook of Political Theory. New Delhi: Sage, pp. 46-54. 

 Vincent, A. (2004) the Nature of Political Theory. New York: Oxford University Press, 2004, 

pp.19-80. 

 Srinivasan, J. (2008) ‘Democracy’, in Bhargava, R. and Acharya, A. (eds.) Political 

Theory: An Introduction. New Delhi: Pearson Longman, pp. 106-128. 

 Owen, D. (2003) ‘Democracy’, in Bellamy, R. and Mason, A. (eds.) Political 

Concepts.Manchester and New York: Manchester University Press, pp. 105-117. 

 Christiano, Th. (2008) ‘Democracy’, in Mckinnon, C. (ed.) Issues in Political Theory, 

New York:Oxford University Press, pp. 80-96. 

 

 

CORE COURSE  – II 

Constitutional Government and Democracy in India 

Block :I 

Unit-I : Historical Background of the Constitution 

Unit-2 : The Preamble 

Unit-3 : Features of the Constitution 

Unit-4  :Fundamental Rights  

Unit-5 :Directive Principles of State Policy  

 

Block :II 

Unit-1  :  The Legislature :Parliament :House of   the people . 

Unit-2  : Legislative Procedure- Types of Bill, Law making, procedure, Committee System, 

Speaker. 

Unit-3 :The Executive :President 

Unit-4  :  Prime Minister 

Unit-5  : Council of States 
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Block :III 

Unit-1:The Judiciary :Supreme Court High court, Judicial Activism  

Unit-2: Federalism  :Nature of Indian Federation, Meaning .  

Unit-3: Division of Powers - Constitutional Provisions 

Unit-4   : Emergency Provisions 

Unit-5 :Fifth& Sixth Schedule 

 

 

Block :IV 

Unit-1   :state legislature –Government in states  

Unit-2   :Council of Ministers&Chief Minister  -State Executive  

Unit-3 :Panchayati Raj: The Concept 

Composition and function of Panchayati Raj in West Bengal 

Unit-4 :Municipal Corporations & Municipalities 

Unit-5: Constitutional Amendment  

 
References and Suggested Readings 

 

 G. Austin, (2010) ‘The Constituent Assembly: Microcosm in Action’, in The Indian 

Constitution: Cornerstone of a Nation, New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 15th print,     

             pp.1-25. 

 R. Bhargava, (2008) ‘Introduction: Outline of a Political Theory of the Indian 

Constitution’, inR. Bhargava (ed.) Politics and Ethics of the Indian Constitution, New 

Delhi: Oxford UniversityPress, pp. 1-40. 

 G. Austin, (2000) ‘The Social Revolution and the First Amendment’, in Working a 

Democratic Constitution, New Delhi: Oxford University Press, pp. 69-98. 

 A. Sibal, (2010) ‘From Niti to Nyaya,’ Seminar, Issue 615, pp 28-34. 

 B. Shankar and V. Rodrigues, (2011) ‘The Changing Conception of Representation: 

Issues,Concerns and Institutions’, in The Indian Parliament: A Democracy at Work, New 

Delhi:Oxford University Press, pp. 105-173. 

 V. Hewitt and S. Rai, (2010) ‘Parliament’, in P. Mehta and N. Jayal (eds.) The Oxford 

Companion to Politics in India, New Delhi: Oxford University Press, pp. 28-42. 

 J. Manor, (2005) ‘The Presidency’, in D. Kapur and P. Mehta P. (eds.) Public Institutions 

in India, New Delhi: Oxford University Press, pp.105-127. 

 J. Manor, (1994) ‘The Prime Minister and the President’, in B. Dua and J. Manor (eds.) 

Nehruto the Nineties: The Changing Office of the Prime Minister in India, Vancouver: 

University of British Columbia Press, pp. 20-47. 

 U. Baxi, (2010) ‘The Judiciary as a Resource for Indian Democracy’, Seminar, Issue 615, 

pp.61-67. 

 R. Ramachandran, (2006) ‘The Supreme Court and the Basic Structure Doctrine’ in B. 

Kirpal et.al (eds.) Supreme but not Infallible: Essays in Honour of the Supreme Court of 

India, New Delhi: Oxford University Press, pp. 107-133. 

 M. Singh, and R. Saxena (eds.), (2011) ‘Towards Greater Federalization,’ in Indian 

Politics: Constitutional Foundations and Institutional Functioning, Delhi: PHI Learning 
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Private Ltd., pp.166-195. 

 V. Marwah, (1995) ‘Use and Abuse of Emergency Powers: The Indian Experience’, in B. 

Arora and D. Verney (eds.) Multiple Identities in a Single State: Indian Federalism in a 

Comparative Perspective, Delhi: Konark, pp. 136-159. 

 

 B. Sharma, (2010) ‘The 1990s: Great Expectations’; ‘The 2000s: Disillusionment 

 Unfathomable’, in Unbroken History of Broken Promises: Indian State and Tribal 

People,Delhi: Freedom Press and Sahyog Pustak Kuteer, pp. 64-91. 

 P. deSouza, (2002) ‘Decentralization and Local Government: The Second Wind of 

Democracy in India’, in Z. Hasan, E. Sridharan and R. Sudarshan (eds.) India’s Living 

Constitution: Ideas,Practices and Controversies, New Delhi: Permanent Black, pp. 370-

404. 

 M. John, (2007) ‘Women in Power? Gender, Caste and Politics of Local Urban 

Governance’,in Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 42(39), pp. 3986-3993. 

 Raghunandan, J. R (2012) Decentralization and local governments: The Indian 

Experience,Orient Black Swan, New Delhi  

 Baviskar, B.S and George Mathew (eds) 2009 Inclusion and Exclusion in local 

governance:Field Studies from rural India, New Delhi, Sage 

 

CORE COURSE  – 3 

 Political Theory-Concepts and Debates 

 

Block :I 

Unit-I   : Concept of Freedom  

Unit-2   : Negative Freedom :Liberty 

Unit-3 :Positive Freedom :Freedom as Emancipation and Development 

Unit-4  :   Concept of Equality, Forms of Equality-Formal Equality ;Equality of 

opportunity;Political equality 

Unit-5 : Egalitarianism :Background of inequalities and differential treatment 

Block :II 

Unit-1  :Concept of justice  

Unit-2  : Social Justice 

Unit-3 :Procedural Justice 

Unit-4  :Distributive Justice 

Unit -5:  Global Justice 

Block :III 

Unit-1 :Concept of Rights 

Unit-2  :  Natural Rights, Moral Rights and Legal Rights 

Unit -3:Concept of Human Right 

Unit-4  : Three Generations of Rights 

Unit-5  :  Rights and Obligations - Relation 

Block :IV 

Unit-1 :Political Obligation and its Limits 

Unit-2  :  Civil disobedience 

Unit-3  : Issue of cultural relativism. 
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Unit-4: Plural society and multiculturalism 

Unit-5  :  Issues of toleration. 

 

References and Suggested Readings 
 

 Riley, Jonathan. (2008) ‘Liberty’ in Mckinnon, Catriona (ed.) Issues in Political Theory, 

New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 103-119. Knowles, Dudley. (2001) Political 

Philosophy. London: Routledge, pp. 69- 132. 

 Swift, Adam. (2001) Political Philosophy: A Beginners Guide for Student’s and 

Politicians.Cambridge: Polity Press, pp. 51-88. 

 Carter, Ian. (2003) ‘Liberty’, in Bellamy, Richard and Mason, Andrew (eds.). 

PoliticalConcepts. Manchester: Manchester University Press, pp. 4-15. 

 Swift, Adam. (2001) Political Philosophy: A Beginners Guide for Student’s and 

Politicians.Cambridge: Polity Press, pp. 91-132. 

 Casal, Paula & William, Andrew. (2008) ‘Equality’, in McKinnon, Catriona. (ed.) Issues in 

Political Theory. New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 149- 165. 

 Wolf, Jonathan. (2008) ‘Social Justice’, in McKinnon, Catriona. (ed.) Issues in Political 

Theory.New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 172-187. 

 Swift, Adam. (2001) Political Philosophy: A Beginners Guide for Student’s and 

Politicians.Cambridge: Polity Press, pp. 9-48. 

  

 Knowles, Dudley. (2001) Political Philosophy. London: Routledge, pp. 177-238. 

 McKinnon, Catriona. (ed.) (2008) Issues in Political Theory. New York: Oxford 

UniversityPress, pp. 289-305. 

 Bedau, Hugo Adam. (2003) ‘Capital Punishment’, in LaFollette, Hugh (ed.). The 

OxfordHandbook of Practical Ethics. New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 705-733. 

 Tulkdar, P.S. (2008) ‘Rights’ in Bhargava, Rajeev and Acharya, Ashok. (eds.) Political 

Theory:An Introduction. New Delhi: Pearson Longman, pp. 88-104. 

 McKinnon, Catriona. (2003) ‘Rights’, in Bellamy, Richard and Mason, Andrew. (eds.) 

Political Concepts. Manchester: Manchester University Press, pp. 16-27. 

 Menlowe, M.A. (1993) ‘Political Obligations’, in Bellamy Richard.(ed.) Theories and 

Concepts of Politics. New York: Manchester University Press, pp. 174-194. 

 Hyums, Keith. (2008) ‘Political Authority and Obligation’, in Mckinnon, Catriona. (ed.) 

Issues in Political Theory, New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 9-26 

 Martin, Rex. (2003) ‘Political Obligation’, in Bellamy, Richard and Mason, Andrew. 

(eds.) Political Concepts, Manchester: Manchester University Press, pp. 41-51. 

 

 

 

CORE COURSE  – 4 

Political Process in India 

Block :I 

Unit-I :Party System in India :History and evolution 

Unit-2 :Congress System 

Unit-3: Multi party Coalitions 

Unit-4 :Regionalism and Regional Political PartiesUnit-5 :Major National Political Parties in 

India - Ideologies & Programme 
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Block :II 

Unit-1: Voting Behavior in India - Overview  

Unit-2 :Caste as a determinant of voting behaviour 

Unit -3;  Class as a determinant of voting behaviour 

Unit-4: Gender as a determinant of voting behaviour 

Unit-5: Religionas a determinant of voting behaviour 

Block :III 

Unit-1: Politics of Secession and Accommodation 

Unit-2 :Secularism in India: Concept and Debates 

Unit-3 :Communalism in India 

Unit-4: Caste in Politics  

Unit-5: Politicization of Caste  

Block :IV 

Unit-1 :Affirmative Action Policies  :Women  

Unit-2: Affirmative Action Policies :Class 

Unit -3:  Affirmative Action Policies Environment 

Unit-4 :Affirmative Action Policies :Caste  

Unit-5 :Changing Nature of the Indian State: Developmental, Welfare and Coercive  

Dimensions 

 

 

 

 

 
References and Suggested Readings 

 
 R. Kothari, (2002) ‘The Congress System’, in Z. Hasan (ed.) Parties and Party Politics in 

India, New Delhi: Oxford University Press, pp 39-55. 

 E. Sridharan, (2012) ‘Introduction: Theorizing Democratic Consolidation, Parties and 

Coalitions’, in Coalition Politics and Democratic Consolidation in Asia, New Delhi: 

Oxford. 

 Y. Yadav, (2000) ‘Understanding the Second Democratic Upsurge’, in F. Frankel, Z. 

Hasan, and R. Bhargava (eds.) Transforming India: Social and Political Dynamics in 

Democracy, New Delhi: Oxford University Press, pp. 120-145.  

 C. Jaffrelot, (2008) ‘Why Should We Vote? The Indian Middle Class and the Functioning 

of World’s Largest Democracy’, in Religion, Caste and Politics in India, Delhi: Primus, 

pp. 604-619. 

 R. Deshpande, (2004) ‘How Gendered was Women’s Participation in Elections 2004?’, 

Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 39, No. 51, pp. 5431-5436. 

 
 P. Brass, (1999) ‘Crisis of National Unity: Punjab, the Northeast and Kashmir’, in The 

Politics of India Since Independence, New Delhi: Cambridge University Press and 

Foundation Books,pp.192-227. 

 

 T. Pantham, (2004) ‘Understanding Indian Secularism: Learning from its Recent Critics’, 
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CORE COURSE  – V 

Introduction to Comparative Government and Politics 
 

Block :I 

Unit-I: Comparative Politics: Nature and scope 

Unit-2: Methods of Comparative Politics 

Unit-3: Eurocentrism in Comparative Politics 

Unit-4 :Going beyond Eurocentrism 

Unit-5: Recent trends in Comparative Politics 

 

Block :II 

Unit-1: Capitalism :Meaning and development  

Unit-2 :Globalization 

Unit-3: Socialism :Meaning, growth and development 

Unit-4 :Socialism in Practice 
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Unit-5: Limitations of Capitalism and Socialism 

 

 

 

Block :III 

Unit-1 :Colonialism: Meaning and context 

Unit-2 :Forms of colonialism 

Unit-3 :Decolonization :Meaning and context 

Unit -4 :Anti-Colonialist Struggle 

Unit -5 :Process of decolonization 

Block :IV 

Unit -1: Political & Constitutional development of Britain, Brazil, Nigeria & China. 

Unit -2: Major changes in the economy of Britain, Brazil, Nigeria & China. 

Unit -3: Major political institutions of Britain, Brazil, Nigeria & China. 

Unit -4: Party and Party system in Britain, Brazil, Nigeria & China. 

Unit -5: Civil society in Britain, Brazil, Nigeria &   China. 
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CORE COURSE  – VI 

Perspectives on Public Administration 

Block –I 

Unit-I :Public Administration :Nature and Scope  

Unit :2 :Significance of Public Administration as a discipline  

Unit-3: Public and Private Administration 

Unit-4: Evolution of Public Administration 

Unit-5 :Public Administration in a Globalized era 

 

Block –II 

Unit-1 :Classical Theory - Meaning and Significance 

Unit-2 :Scientific Management )F.W. Taylor( 

Unit-3: Administrative Management )Gullick Urwick and Fayol( 

Unit-4 :Bureaucracy :Marx 

Unit-5 :Ideal-type Bureaucracy )Max Weber( Post Weberian model of bureaucracy 

Block –III 

Unit-1 :Neo Classical Theory-Meaning and Significance 

Unit-2: Human relations theory (Elton May) 

Unit-3: Rational decision-making (Herbert Simon) 

Unit-4 :Ecological approach (Fred Riggs) 

Unit-5 :Innovation and Entrepreneurship (Peter Drucker) 

 

 

 

Block –IV 

Unit-1 :Public Policy :Concept, relevance and approaches 

Unit-2 :Public Policy :Formulation, implementation and evaluation 



Page 18 of 52 
 
  

Unit-3 :Nature of Policy Cycle 

Unit-4 :New Public Administration  

Unit-5 :New Public Management 
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CORE COURSE  – VII 

 Perspectives on International Relations and World History 

 

Block -I 

Unit-I:Nature of Scope of International Relations 

Unit-2: History and IR :Emergence of the International State System 

Unit-3: Pre-Westphalia  

Unit-4 :Westphalia to Second World War 

Unit -5 :Post-Westphalia 

Block -II 

Unit-1: Classical Realism 

Unit-2: Neo-Realism 

Unit-3: Marxist Approaches 

Unit-4: Feminist Perspectives 
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Unit-5: Eurocentrism and Perspectives from the Global South 

Block -III 

Unit-1: World War I :Causes and Consequences 

Unit-2 :Bolshevik Revolution & its significance. 

Unit-3 :The Rise of Fascism /Nazism 

Unit-4: World War II :Causes and Consequences 

Unit-5: Cold War :Different Phases 

Block -IV 

Unit-1 :Crisis in Socialist  Block and Collapse of the USSR  

Unit -2 : Post Cold War Developments and emergence of other Centers of Power 

Unit-3: The emergenceof the Third World 

Unit -4 :Developments International Relations since 9/11 

Unit-5 :Rise of Islam and its impact in    International Relations 
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CORE COURSE  – VIII 

Political Processes and Institution  

Block – I 

Unit-I   :Major Approaches :Behavioral and  Political Economy  

Unit-2  :System Approach and Structural Functional Approach 

Unit-3  :Institutionalism 

Unit -4 :New Institutionalism 

Unit-5  :Contemporary Approach-Postmodern and  Feminist 

 

Block – II 

Unit-1 :Election System :Definition and procedures 

Unit-2 :Types of election system - Hare and List System 

Unit-3 :First Past the Post Representation 

Unit-4 :Proportional Representation 

Unit-5 :Mixed Representation 

Block – III 

Unit-1: Historical contexts of emergence of the party system 

Unit-2: Types of party system :Bi-Party system USA & UK 

Unit-3 :Uniparty System :China 

Unit-4 :Multi party :France 

Unit-5 :Party system in post-Communist Society 

 

Block – IV 

Unit-1 :Nation  Historical evolution of nation states in West and; Meaning -state       

 in the East.  

Unit-2  :debate’State‘&’ Nation‘Post colonial context of  

Unit-3 :Process of democratization in post authoritarian and post-communist   countries 

Unit-4 :Historical context of Federation & Confederation 

Unit-5  :Debates around territorial division of Power.  
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CORE COURSE  – IX 

 Public Policy and Administration in India 

Block – I 

Unit-I : Definition, characteristics and models of public policy 

Unit-2 : Public Policy Process in India 

Unit-3 : Meaning, significance Approaches and Types of Decentralization 

Unit-4  :Local Self Government in India  :Rural  

Unit-5  :Local Self Government in India : Urban 

Block – II 

Unit-1  :  Concept and Significance of Budget 

Unit-7 :Budget Cycle in India 

Unit-8 : Various Approaches of Budgeting 

Unit-9 : Types of Budgeting 

Unit-10 :Role of Finance Ministry in the framing of a budget 

Block – III 

Unit-11 :Public Service Delivery 

Unit-12: Redressal of Public Grievances :RTI,  

Unit-13 :Lokpal 

Unit-14 :Citizens’ Charter  

Unit-15 :E-Governance 

Block – IV 

Unit-I6 :Social Welfare :Concept and Approaches 

Unit-17 :Social Welfare Policies :Right to Education 

Unit-18 :Social Welfare Policies :National Health Mission 

Unit-19 :Social Welfare Policies :Right to Food Security 

Unit-20 :Social Welfare Policies :MNREGA 
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CORE COURSE  – X 

Global Politics 

Block :I 

Unit-I: Understanding Globalization 

Unit-2: Alternative Perspectives of Globalization 

Unit-3:Global Economy :Its Significance and Anchors of Global Political Economy: IMF 

Unit-4: Global Economy :Anchors of Global Political Economy :World Bank 

Unit-5:Global Economy :Anchors of Global Political Economy: WTO, & Transnational 

Corporation  

Block :II 

Unit-1 :Political Dimension of Globalization 

Unit2: :Cultural dimension of Globalization 

Unit-3 :Technological Dimension of Globalization 

Unit-4: Global Social Movements  

Unit -5 :Global Resistances :Role of NGO 

Block :III 

Unit-1 :Gender issues and Global   Politics 

Unit -2 :Ecological Issues :Historical Overview of International Environmental Agreements 

Unit-3: Ecological Issues: Climate Change,  

Unit-4: Ecological Issues :Global Commons Debate 

Unit-5: Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 

Block :IV 

Unit-1 :International Terrorism :Non-State Actors and State Terrorism 

Unit-2 :International Terrorism :Post 9/11 development 

Unit-3 :Human Security 

Unit-4 :Migration 

Unit-5 :Global Shifts :Power and Governance 
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CORE COURSE  – XI 

 Classical Political Philosophy 
 

Block-I 

Unit-I:Plato: Justice 

Unit-2 :Plato :Communism  

Unit-3 :Plato :Women and Guardianship 

Unit-4 :Aristotle :State and Citizenship 

Unit-5 :Aristotle :Forms of Government 

Block-II 

Unit-1 :St .Thomas Aquinas:Church - state controversy 

Unit-2 :Machiavelli - Secularism  

Unit-3 :Machiavelli - Morality and Statecraft 

Unit-4: Machiavelli - Republicanism 

Unit-5: Significance of Machiavelli’s thought 

Block-III 

Unit-1 :Hobbes on human nature 

Unit-2 :Hobbes - Social Contract 

Unit-3 :Hobbesian State 

Unit-4 :Hobbesian method 

Unit-5 :Significance of Hobbesian theory 

Block-IV 

Unit-1 :Social Contract 

Unit-2 :Natural Rights 

Unit-3 :Right to Resistance 

Unit -4 :Justification of Property 

Unit-5:Locke as a theorist of Liberalism 
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A. Skoble and T. Machan, (2007) Political Philosophy: Essential Selections. New Delhi: 

Pearson Education, pp. 53-64. 

T. Burns, (2009) ‘Aristotle’, in D. Boucher, and P. Kelly, (eds) Political Thinkers: From Socrates 

to the Present. Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp.81-99. 

C. Taylor, (1995) ‘Politics’, in J. Barnes (ed.), The Cambridge Companion to Aristotle. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 232-258 

 

A. Skoble and T. Machan, (2007) Political Philosophy: Essential Selections. New Delhi: 

Pearson Education, pp. 124-130 

Q. Skinner, (2000) ‘The Adviser to Princes’, 

in Machiavelli: A Very Short Introduction, Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 23-53 
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Socrates to the Present. Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 163-184 
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Page 28 of 52 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

CORE COURSE  – XII 

Indian Political Thought-I 

Block-I 

Unit-I  :An Overview-Ancient Indian Poliical Thought  

Unit-2  :Nature of Ancient Indian Polity and Institutions.  

Unit-3  :Concept of Dharma in Indian context  

Unit-4  :Brahmanic Tradition  

Unit-5  :Shantiparva  

Block-II 

Unit-1  :Social laws-Manu  

Unit-2  :Spatanga Theory -Kautilya  

Unit-3  :Dandaniti -Kautilya  

Unit-4  :Diplomacy -Kautilya  

Unit-5  :Shramanic Tradition  

Block-III 

Unit-1 :Theravada Buddhism :An Introduction 

Unit-2 :Society and State in Theravada Buddhism )Digha Nikaya( 

Unit-3  :Historical background -Tradition in IndiaIslamic      

Unit-4 :Medieval Political Thought-An overview 

Unit-5 :Barni - Legitimacy of Kingship 

Block-IV 

Unit-1 :Barni- Ideal Polity 

Unit-2  :Monarchy -Abul Fazl  

Unit-3  :Major Ideas -Sufism   

Unit-4:Syncretism in Islam in the Mughal period 

Unit-5:Islamic Institutions 

 

 

 
References and Suggested Readings 

 

 

 
B. Parekh, (1986) ‘Some Reflections on the Hindu Tradition of Political Thought’, in T. 

Pantham, and K. Deutsch (eds.), Political Thought in Modern India, New Delhi: Sage 

Publications, pp. 17- 31. 

A. Altekar, (1958) ‘The Kingship’, in State and Government in Ancient India, 3rd edition, 

Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass, pp. 75-108. 
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M. Shakir, (1986) ‘Dynamics of Muslim Political Thought’, in T. Pantham, and K. Deutsch 

(eds.), Political Thought in Modern India, New Delhi: Sage Publications, pp. 142- 160 

The Mahabharata (2004), Vol. 7 (Book XI and Book XII, Part II), Chicago and London: 

University of Chicago Press. 

V. Varma, (1974) Studies in Hindu Political Thought and Its Metaphysical Foundations, Delhi: 

Motilal Banarsidass, pp. 211- 230. 

B. Chaturvedi, (2006) ‘Dharma-The Foundation of Raja-Dharma, Law and Governance’, in 

The Mahabharta: An Inquiry in the Human Condition, Delhi: Orient Longman, pp. 418- 464. 

Manu, (2006) ‘Rules for Times of Adversity’, in P. Olivelle, (ed. & trans.) Manu’s Code of Law: 

A Critical Edition and Translation of the Manava- Dharamsastra, New Delhi: OUP, pp. 208- 

213. 

V. Mehta, (1992) ‘The Cosmic Vision: Manu’, in Foundations of Indian Political Thought, 

Delhi: Manohar, pp. 23- 39. 

R. Sharma, ( 1991) ‘Varna in Relation to Law and Politics (c 600 BC-AD 500)’, in Aspects of 

Political Ideas and Institutions in Ancient India, Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass, pp. 233- 251. 

P. Olivelle, (2006) ‘Introduction’, in Manu’s Code of Law: A Critical Edition and Translation of 

the Manava –Dharmasastra, Delhi: Oxford University Press, pp. 3- 50. 

Kautilya, (1997) ‘The Elements of Sovereignty’ in R. Kangle (ed. and trns.), Arthasastra of 

Kautilya, New Delhi: Motilal Publishers, pp. 511- 514. 

V. Mehta, (1992) ‘The Pragmatic Vision: Kautilya and His Successor’, in Foundations of Indian 

Political Thought, Delhi: Manohar, pp. 88- 109. 

R. Kangle, (1997) Arthashastra of Kautilya-Part-III: A Study, Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass, rpt., 

pp. 116- 142. 

 
S. Collins, (ed), (2001) Agganna Sutta: An Annotated Translation, New Delhi: Sahitya 

Academy, pp. 44-49. 

S. Collins, (2001) ‘General Introduction’, in Agganna Sutta: The Discussion on What is 

Primary (An Annotated Translation from Pali), Delhi: Sahitya Akademi, pp. 1- 26. 

B. Gokhale, (1966) ‘The Early Buddhist View of the State’, in The Journal of Asian Studies, 

Vol. XXVI, (1), pp. 15- 22. 

I. Habib, (1998) ‘Ziya Barni’s Vision of the State’, in The Medieval History Journal, Vol. 2, (1), 

pp. 19- 36. 

 
M. Alam, (2004) ‘Sharia Akhlaq’, in The Languages of Political Islam in India 1200- 1800, 

Delhi: Permanent Black, pp. 26- 43 

A. Fazl, (1873) The Ain-i Akbari (translated by H. Blochmann), Calcutta: G. H. Rouse, pp. 47- 

57. 

V. Mehta, (1992) ‘The Imperial Vision: Barni and Fazal’, in Foundations of Indian Political 

Thought, Delhi: Manohar, pp. 134- 156. 

Kabir. (2002) The Bijak of Kabir, (translated by L. Hess and S. Singh), Delhi: Oxford University 

Press, No. 30, 97, pp. 50- 51 & 69- 70. 

V. Mehta, (1992) Foundation of Indian Political Thought, Delhi: Manohar, pp. 157- 183. 

G. Omvedt, (2008) ‘Kabir and Ravidas, Envisioning Begumpura’, in Seeking Begumpura: The 

Social Vision of Anti Caste Intellectual, Delhi: Navayana, pp. 91- 107. 
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CORE COURSE  – XIII 

Modern Political Philosophy 

Block-I 

Unit-I  :Idea of Modernity  

Unit-2  :Theory of Contract: Rousseau  

Unit-3  :General Will: Rousseau  

Unit-4 :Rousseau  :Direct Democracy  

Unit-5  :an evaluation: s Romanticism’Rousseau  

Block-II 

Unit-1  :Mary Wollstonecraft  :Women and Paternalism  

Unit-2  :Mary Wollstonecraft :as a critic of Rousseau’s idea on education  

Unit-3  :Mary Wollstonecraft  :On Legal rights  

Unit-4  :Doctrine of Utilitarianism: Mill.S.J  

Unit-5  :On Liberty:  Mill .S.J  

Block-III 

Unit-1  :On Suffrage: Mill.S.J  

Unit-2 : Karl Marx  :On Alienation  

Unit-3  :Dialectical Materialism  

Unit-4  :Historical Materialism  

Unit-5  :Marxian concept of State  

Block-III 

Unit-1  :Marxian concept of class and class struggle  

Unit-2  :Allexandra Kollontai  :Winged and wingless eros  

Unit-3  :Allexandra Kollontai  :Proletarian Women  

Unit-4  :Allexandra Kollontai :Socialization of Housework 

Unit-5 :Kollontai - Lenin differences 

 

 
References and Suggested Readings 

 

 

 

 

 
I. Kant. (1784) ‘What is Enlightenment?,’ available at http://theliterarylink.com/kant.html, 

Accessed: 19.04.2013 

S. Hall (1992) ‘Introduction’, in Formations of Modernity UK: Polity Press pages 1-16 

B. Nelson, (2008) Western Political Thought. New York: Pearson Longman, pp. 221-255. 

M. Keens-Soper, (2003) ‘Jean Jacques Rousseau: The Social Contract’, in M. Forsyth and M. 
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Keens-Soper, (eds) A Guide to the Political Classics: Plato to Rousseau. New York: Oxford 

University Press, pp. 171-202. 

C. Jones, (2002) ‘Mary Wollstonecraft’s Vindications and their Political Tradition’ in C. 

Johnson, (ed.) The Cambridge Companion to Mary Wollstonecraft, Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, pp. 42-58. 

H. Magid, (1987) ‘John Stuart Mill’, in L. Strauss and J. Cropsey, (eds), History of Political 

Philosophy, 2nd edition. Chicago: Chicago University Press, pp. 784-801. 

J. Cropsey, (1987) ‘Karl Marx’, in L. Strauss and J. Cropsey, (eds) History of Political 

Philosophy, 2ndEdition. Chicago: Chicago University Press, pp. 802-828. 

L. Wilde, (2003) ‘Early Marx’, in D. Boucher and P. Kelly, P. (eds) Political Thinkers: From 

Socrates to the Present. New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 404-435. 

V. Bryson, (1992) ‘Marxist Feminism in Russia’ in Feminist Political Theory, London: Palgrave 

Macmillan, pp. 114-122 

C. Sypnowich, (1993) ‘Alexandra Kollontai and the Fate of Bolshevik Feminism’ Labour/Le 

Travail Vol. 32 (Fall 1992) pp. 287-295 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CORE COURSE  –  XIV 

Indian Political Thought-II 

Block-I 

Unit-I : Introduction to Modern Indian Political Thought 

Unit-2 : Rammohan Roy :Rights 

Unit-3 :Rammohan Roy :Liberalism 

Unit-4 : Vivekananda :Socialism and Ideal Society 

Unit-5 :Vivekananda  :Nationalism  

Block-II 

Unit-6:Gandhi :Sarvodaya 

Unit-7 :Gandhi  :Swaraj  

Unit-8 :Gandhi  :Satyagraha  

Unit-9 :Gandhi  :Trusteeship  

Unit-I0 :M.N.Roy :Radical Humanism 

Block-III 

Unit-11 :Pandita Ramabai :Gender 

Unit-12  :Jyotiba Phule  

Unit-13 :Ambedkar :Social Justice 

Unit-14  :Ambedkar Debate-Gandhi  

Unit-15  :Tagore :Critique of Nationalism 
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Block-IV 

Unit-16  :State and Society: Tagore  

Unit-17 :Iqbal :Community 

Unit-18  :Savarkar :Hindutva 

Unit-19  :Lohia :Socialism 

Unit-20  :Secularism: Nehru  

 

References and Suggested Readings 

 

V. Mehta and T. Pantham (eds.), (2006) ‘A Thematic Introduction to Political Ideas in Modern 

India: Thematic Explorations, History of Science, Philosophy and Culture in Indian civilization’ 

Vol. 10, Part: 7, New Delhi: Sage Publications, pp. xxvii-ixi. 

D. Dalton, (1982) ‘Continuity of Innovation’, in Indian Idea of Freedom: Political Thought of 

Swami Vivekananda, Aurobindo Ghose, Rabindranath Tagore and Mahatma Gandhi, 

Academic Press: Gurgaon, pp. 1-28. 

R. Roy, (1991) ‘The Precepts of Jesus, the Guide to Peace and Happiness’, S. Hay, (ed.) 

Sources of Indian Traditio, Vol. 2. Second Edition. New Delhi: Penguin, pp. 24-29. 

C. Bayly, (2010) ‘Rammohan and the Advent of Constitutional Liberalism in India 1800-1830’, 

in Sh. Kapila (ed.), An intellectual History for India, New Delhi: Cambridge University Press, 

pp. 18- 34. 

T. Pantham, (1986) ‘The Socio-Religious Thought of Rammohan Roy’, in Th. Panthom and K. 

Deutsch, (eds.) Political Thought in Modern India, New Delhi: Sage, pp.32-52. 

P. Ramabai, (2000) ‘Woman’s Place in Religion and Society’, in M. Kosambi (ed.), Pandita 

Ramabai Through her Own Words: Selected Works, New Delhi: Oxford University Press, pp. 

150-155. 

M. Kosambi, (1988) ‘Women’s Emancipation and Equality: Pandita Ramabai’s Contribution 

to Women’s Cause’, in Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 23(44), pp. 38-49. 

 

S. Vivekananda, (2007) ‘The Real and the Apparent Man’, S. Bodhasarananda (ed.), 

Selections from the Complete Works of Swami Vivekananda, Kolkata: Advaita Ashrama, pp. 

126-129. 

A. Sen, (2003) ‘Swami Vivekananda on History and Society’, in Swami Vivekananda, Delhi: 

Oxford University Press, pp. 62- 79. 

H. Rustav, (1998) ‘Swami Vivekananda and the Ideal Society’, in W. Radice (ed.), Swami 

Vivekananda and the Modernisation of Hinduism, Delhi: Oxford University Press, pp. 264- 

280. 

M. Gandhi, (1991) ‘Satyagraha: Transforming Unjust Relationships through the Power of the 

Soul’, in S. Hay (ed.), Sources of Indian Tradition, Vol. 2.Second Edition, New Delhi: Penguin, 

pp. 265-270. 

A. Parel, (ed.), (2002) ‘Introduction’, in Gandhi, freedom and Self Rule, Delhi: Vistaar 

Publication. 

D. Dalton, (1982) Indian Idea of Freedom: Political Thought of Swami Vivekananda, 
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AurobindoGhose, Mahatma Gandhi and Rabindranath Tagore, Gurgaon: The Academic 

Press, pp. 154- 190. 

B. Ambedkar, (1991) ‘Constituent Assembly Debates’, S. Hay (ed.), Sources of Indian 

Tradition, Vol. 2, Second Edition, New Delhi: Penguin, pp. 342-347. 

V. Rodrigues, (2007) ‘Good society, Rights, Democracy Socialism’, in S. Thorat and Aryama 

(eds.), Ambedkar in Retrospect - Essays on Economics, Politics and Society, Jaipur: IIDS and 

Rawat Publications. 

B. Mungekar, (2007) ‘Quest for Democratic Socialism’, in S. Thorat, and Aryana (eds.), 

Ambedkar in Retrospect - Essays on Economics, Politics and Society, Jaipur: IIDS and Rawat 

Publications, pp. 121-142. 

P. Chatterjee, (2005) ‘Ambedkar and the Troubled times of Citizenship’, in V. Mehta and Th. 

Pantham (eds.), Political ideas in modern India: Thematic Explorations, New Delhi: Sage, pp.73-

92. 

R. Tagore, (1994) ‘The Nation’, S. Das (ed.), The English Writings of Rabindranath Tagore, 

Vol. 3, New Delhi: Sahitya Akademi, pp. 548-551. 

R. Chakravarty, (1986) ‘Tagore, Politics and Beyond’, in Th. Panthams and K. Deutsch (eds.), 

Political Thought in Modern India, New Delhi: Sage, pp. 177-191. 

 

 

 

Generic Elective Courses 

 

Generic Elective – 1 

Nationalism in India 
 

 

Block – I: Approaches to the Study of Nationalism in India 

Unit-I:Nationalist 

Unit-II: Imperialist 

Unit-III:Marxist 

Unit-IV:PostcolonialInterpretations 

Unit-V: An Evaluation  

  

Block – II: Nationalist Politics and Movements 

Unit-I:Reformism and Conservatism in the Nineteenth Century 

Unit-II: Phases of Nationalist Movement: Liberal Constitutionalists, Swadeshi  

Unit-III:Gandhi and Mass Mobilization: Non-Cooperation and Civil Disobedience 

Unit-IV:Congress Socialists, 
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Unit-V:Communists and Radicals 

 

Block – III:Social Movements 

Unit-I:The Women’s Question: Participation in the National Movement and its impact 

Unit-II: Caste Question 

Unit-III:Peasant Movements 

Unit-IV:Tribal Movements 

Unit-V: Workers’ Movement  

 

Block – IV:Towards Independence 

Unit-I: Quit India Movement and INA Movement 

Unit-II: Communalism in Indian Politics 

Unit-III: The Two-Nation Theory  

Unit-IV: Negotiations over Partition  

Unit-V: Making ofthe Indian Constitution  

References and Suggested Readings 
S. Bandopadhyay, (2004) From Plassey to Partition: A History of Modern India, New Delhi: 

Orient Longman, pp. 184-191. 

R. Thapar, (2000) ‘Interpretations of Colonial History: Colonial, Nationalist, Post-colonial’, in 

P. DeSouza, (ed.) Contemporary India: Transitions, New Delhi: Sage Publications, pp. 25-36. 

S. Bandopadhyay, (2004) From Plassey to Partition: A History of Modern India, New Delhi: 

Orient Longman, pp.139-158, 234-276. 

A. Sen, (2007) ‘The idea of Social Reform and its Critique among Hindus of Nineteenth 

Century India’, in S. Bhattacharya, (ed.) Development of Modern Indian Thought and the 

Social Sciences, Vol. X. New Delhi: Oxford University Press. 

S. Bandopadhyay, (2004) From Plassey to Partition: A History of Modern India. New Delhi: 

Orient Longman, pp. 279-311. 

S. Sarkar, (1983) Modern India (1885-1947), New Delhi: Macmillan, 

S. Bandopadhyay, (2004) From Plassey to Partition: A history of Modern India. New Delhi: 

Orient Longman, pp. 342-357, 369-381. 

G. Shah, (2002) Social Movements and the State, New Delhi: Sage, pp. 13-31 

A. Nandy, (2005) Rashtravad banam Deshbhakti Translated by A. Dubey, New Delhi: Vani 

Prakashan. pp. 23-33. (The original essay in English is from A. Nandy, (1994) New Delhi: 

Oxford University Press, pp. 1-8.)



Page 35 of 52 
 
  

Generic Elective-2 

Feminism: Theory and Practice 
 

Block I Introduction 

Unit- 1: What is Feminism?  

Unit-2:Sex- Gender distinction  

Unit-3: Biologism and Social Constructivism 

Unit-4: Public- Private Divide 

Unit-5: Diaspora and Hybridity- Changing ways of representation 

 

Block II Feminist Tradition 

Unit 1: Understanding Patriarchy 

Unit2: Liberal Feminism 

Unit3: Socialist Feminism 

Unit4: Radical Feminism 

Unit-5: Eco Feminism 

 

Block III Feminism in Practice  

Unit 1: Feminism in the west 

Unit2: Feminism in the Socialist countries 

Unit3: Islam and Feminism in West Asia 

Unit4: Social Reform Movement and the Women’s question in colonial India 

Unit-5: Feminism in post-independence India 

 

Block IVWomen, Law and Labour 

Unit 1: Domesticity and domestic labour 

Unit2: Industrialization and Women’s work 

Unit3: Women in peasant movement 

Unit4: Women and Trade Union 

Unit-5: Women, law and Property Rights 

References and Suggested Readings 

 

 

Geetha, V. (2002) Gender. Calcutta: Stree. 

Geetha, V. (2007) Patriarchy. Calcutta: Stree. 

Jagger, Alison. (1983) Feminist Politics and Human Nature. U.K.: Harvester Press, pp. 25- 

350. 

Ray, Suranjita. Understanding Patriarchy. Available at: 

http://www.du.ac.in/fileadmin/DU/Academics/course_material/hrge_06.pdf 

Lerner, Gerda. (1986) The Creation of Patriarchy. New York: Oxford University Press. 

Jayawardene, Kumari. (1986) Feminism and Nationalism in the Third World. London: Zed 
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Books, pp. 1-24, 71-108, and Conclusion. 

Forbes, Geraldine (1998) Women in Modern India. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 

pp. 1-150. 

Funk, Nanette & Mueller, Magda. (1993) Gender, Politics and Post-Communism. New York 

and London: Routledge, Introduction and Chapter 28. 

 

Chaudhuri, Maiyatree. (2003) ‘Gender in the Making of the Indian Nation State’, in Rege, 

Sharmila. (ed.) The Sociology of Gender: The Challenge of Feminist Sociological Knowledge. 

New Delhi: Sage. 

 

Roy, Kumkum. (1995) ‘Where Women are Worshipped, There Gods Rejoice: The Mirage of 

the Ancestress of the Hindu Women’, in Sarkar, Tanika & Butalia, Urvashi. (eds.) Women and 

the Hindu Right. Delhi: Kali for Women, pp. 10-28. 

 

Chakravarti, Uma. (1988) ‘Beyond the Altekarian Paradigm: Towards a New Understanding 

of Gender Relations in Early Indian History’, Social Scientist, Volume 16, No. 8. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Generic Elective-3 

Gandhi and the Contemporary World 

 

Block I Life and Political Philosophy 

Unit- 1: Gandhi- A brief biography 

Unit-2: Ahimsa 

Unit-3: Gram Swaraj and social reconstruction 

Unit-4: Sarvodaya 

Unit-5: Truth 

 

Block II Satyagraha and Trusteeship 

Unit- 1: Theory of Satyagraha 

Unit-2: Satyagraha as an approach to conflict resolution 

Unit-3: Peasant Satyagraha 

Unit-4: Satyagraha: An Assessment 

Unit-5: Idea of Trusteeship 

 

Block III Gandhian Theories 
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Unit- 1: Critique of modern civilization 

Unit-2: Gandhi and alternative development 

Unit-3: Theory of State 

Unit-4: Caste and Social Justice- Temple Entry Movement 

Unit-5: Concept of Swadeshi 

 

Block IV Contemporary Issues 

Unit- 1: Gandhi on Women 

Unit-2: Influence of Gandhi on World Reform Movements: Anti-Apartheid Movement 

and Pacifist Movement 

Unit-3: ‘Gandhigiri’ – Perceptions in Popular Culture 

Unit-4: Gandhi and his Critics 

Unit-5: Contemporary relevance of Gandhian Thought 

 

References and Suggested Readings 

 

B. Parekh, (1997) ‘The Critique of Modernity’, in Gandhi: A Brief Insight, Delhi: Sterling 

Publishing Company, pp. 63-74. 

K. Ishii, (2001) ‘The Socio-economic Thoughts of Mahatma Gandhi: As an Origin of 

Alternative Development’, Review of Social Economy. Vol. 59 (3), pp. 297-312. 

D. Hardiman, (2003) ‘Narmada Bachao Andolan’, in Gandhi in his Time and Ours. Delhi: 

Oxford University Press, pp. 224- 234. 

A Baviskar, (1995) ‘The Politics of the Andolan’, in In the Belly of the River: Tribal Conflict 

Over Development in the Narmada Valley, Delhi: Oxford University Press, pp.202-228. 

R Iyer, (ed) (1993) ‘Chapter 4’ in The Essential Writings of Mahatma Gandhi, New Delhi: 

Oxford University Press. 

B. Parekh, (1997) ‘Satyagrah’, in Gandhi: A Brief Insight, Delhi: Sterling Publishing Company, 

pp. 51-63. 

D. Dalton, (2000) ‘Gandhi’s originality’, in A. Parel (ed) Gandhi, Freedom and Self-Rule, New 

Delhi: Lexington Books, pp.63-86. 

P. Rao, (2009) ‘Gandhi, Untouchability and the Postcolonial Predicament: A Note’. Social 

Scientist. Vol. 37 (1/2). Pp. 64-70. 

B. Parekh, (1999) ‘Discourse on Unsociability’, in Colonialism, Tradition and Reform: An 

Analysis of Gandhi's Political Discourse, New Delhi: Sage Publication. 

D. Hardiman, (2003) ‘Fighting Religious Hatreds’, in Gandhi in His Time and Ours. Delhi: 

Oxford University Press. 

Manimala, (1984) ‘Zameen Kenkar? Jote Onkar: Women’s participation in the Bodhgaya 

struggles’, in M. Kishwar and R. Vanita (eds) In Search of Answers: Indian Women’s Voices 

from Manushi, London: Zed Press. 

M. Shah, (2006) ‘Gandhigiri; A Philosophy of Our Times’, The Hindu Available at 

http://www.hindu.com/2006/09/28/stories/2006092802241000.htm, Accessed: 

14.04.2013. 

A. Ghosh and T. Babu, (2006) ‘Lage Raho Munna Bhai: Unravelling Brand ‘Gandhigiri’, 
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Economic and Political Weekly, 41 (51), pp. 5225 – 5227. 

H. Trivedi (2011) ‘Literary and Visual Portrayal of Gandhi’, in J Brown and A Parel (eds) 

Cambridge Companion to Gandhi, Cambridge University Press 2011, pp. 199-218. 

P. Chatterjee, (1986) ‘The Moment of Maneuver’, in Nationalist Thought and the Colonial 

World: A derivative discourse?, Delhi: Zed Books. 

Indian Council for Historical Research (1976) ‘The Logic of Gandhian Nationalism: Civil 

Disobedience and the Gandhi – Irwin Pact, 1930-31’, Indian Historical Review, Available at 

http://www.ichrindia.org/journal.pdf, Accessed: 18.04.2013. 

T. Weber, (2006) 'Gandhi is dead, Long live Gandhi- The Post Gandhi Gandhian Movement in 

India', in Gandhi, Gandhism and the Gandhians, New Delhi: Roli. 

A. Taneja, (2005) Gandhi Women and the National Movement 1920-1947, New Delhi: 

Haranand Publishers. 

 

 

 

 
Generic Elective-4  

Understanding Ambedkar 

 

Block I- Introduction 

Unit- 1: Life and political philosophy of Ambedkar 

Unit-2:Ambedkar and Political Reforms in colonial India  

Unit-3: Ambedkar’s conception of Freedom and his role in Freedom struggle 

Unit-4: Constitutionalism and Ambedkar 

Unit-5: Ambedkar’s perception of New India 

 

Block II -Ambedkar and Indian Society 

Unit- 1: Nature of Indian society 

Unit-2: Caste, Adivasi and Minorities 

Unit-3: Women’s question 

Unit-4: Dalit movement 

Unit-5:  Hinduism and Buddhism 

 

Block IIIState and Economy 

Unit- 1: Ambedkar’s interpretation on land and labour 

Unit-2: Ambedkar on Planning and development 

Unit-3: Place of Ambedkar in Indian Economic Thought 

Unit-4: Ambedkar’s views on Indian Federalism  

Unit-5: Ambedkar’s views on Social Justice 

 

Block IVAmbedkar in contemporary times 
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Unit- 1: Gandhi- Ambedkar Debate 

Unit-2: Ambedkar and Ram Manohar Lohia 

Unit-3: Ambedkar and Marx 

Unit-4: Ambedkar and Nehru  

Unit-5: Contemporary relevance of Ambedkar in Indian Thought 

 

References and Suggested Readings 
 

G. Omvedt, (2008) ‘Phule-Remembering The Kingdom of Bali’, Seeking Begumpura Navyana, 

pp. 159-184. 

M. Gore, (1993) The Social Context of an Ideology: Ambedkar’s Political and Social Thought, 

Delhi: Sage Publication, pp. 73-122 ; 196-225. 

B. Ambedkar, (1989) ‘Annihilation of Caste with a Reply to Mahatma Gandhi’, in Dr. 

Babasaheb Ambedkar Writings and Speeches: Vol. 1, Education Deptt., Government of 

Maharashtra, Mumbai, pp. 23-96. 

B. Ambedkar, (1987) ‘The Hindu Social Order: Its Essential Principles’, in Dr. Babasaheb 

Ambedkar Writings and Speeches: Vol. 3, Education Deptt., Government of Maharashtra, 

1989, pp. 95-129. 

B. Ambedkar, (2003) ‘What way Emancipation?’, in Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Writings and 

Speeches, Vol. 17-III, Education Deptt., Government of Maharashtra, Mumbai, pp-175-201. 

S. Rege, (2013) ‘Against the Madness of Manu’, in B. R. Ambedkar’s Writings on Brahmanical 
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 Generic Elective – 5 

UNITED NATIONS AND GLOBAL CONFLICTS 

 
 

Block- I: United Nations: Origin and Major Organs  

Unit-I :A historical overview of the United Nations 

Unit-II: UN Charter : Principles and Purposes 

Unit-III: General Assembly: Structures, Functions and Role 

Unit-IV: Security Council: Structures, Functions and Role 

Unit-V: Economic and Social Council and the International Court of Justice: Structures,  

Functionsand Role 

 

Block: II-Specialized agencies of UNO 

Unit -I: International Labour Organization[ILO] 

Unit-II: United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization [UNESCO] 

Unit-III : World Health Organization[WHO],  

Unit-IV: UN: United Nations Children’s Fund [UNICEF],  

Unit-V: United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees[UNHCR] 

 

Block: III-UN andMajor Global Conflicts 

Unit-I: Korean War 

Unit-II: Vietnam War 

Unit-III: Afghanistan Wars 

Unit-IV: Balkans: Serbia and Bosnia 

Unit-V: Iraq War 

 

Block: IV-UNO: An Appraisal 

Unit-I: Peace Keeping 

Unit-II: Millennium Development Goals 

Unit-III : Major Programme: UnitedNations Environment Programme [UNEP],                

United Nations Development Programme [UNDP] 

Unit-IV: An Evaluation 

Unit-V: Reforms Proposal 
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DSE-I 

Human Rights in a Comparative Perspective 
  

Block :I:Human Rights :Theory and Institutionalization 

Unit-I :Meaning, Nature and scope  

Unit-II  : Historical Development of Human Rights and Universal Declaration of Human  

Rights  

Unit-III  : Three Generation of Human Rights’ 

Unit-IV  : Theories of Human Rights) :Natural, Liberal and Marxist Theory.( 

Unit-V  : Human Rights and Cultural Relativism  

 

Block :II - Human Rights  :)India and South Africa(A Comparative Study  

 Unit-I :Constitutionalism  :Civil and Political Rights  

Unit-II  :  Constitutional Rights:Economic, Social and Cultural  

Unit-III :Human Rights Movement  

Unit-IV :National Human Rights Commissions. 

Unit-V  : Constitutional Mechanisms : Redressal and Promotion of Human Rights  

 

Block :III - Major Issues 
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Unit-I :Torture :Concept, Meaning and Forms . 

Unit-II :Impact of Torture on the Individual, Family and Society in the United States and  

India. 

Unit-III :United Nations Human Rights Monitoring Mechanisms against Torture  

Unit-IV :Censorship and Surveillance :Impact on Human Rights in India and China. 

Unit-V :Terrorism and Insecurity of Minorities :USA and India 

 

Block :IV - Structural Violence 

Unit-I :Caste and Race :Concepts and Interrelationships in South Africa and India. 

Unit-II  : Caste Violence in Indiaand Racial Discrimination in South Africa :A Comparative 

Study 

Unit-III  :  Gender and Violence :India andPakistan. 

Unit-IV Women and Religion :India  and Pakistan  

Unit-V  : Adivasi, Aboriginals and the Land Question :India and Australia. 
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DSE-II 

Women, Power and Politics 

 
 

Block :I-Feminism :Issues and Challenges 

Unit-I :Patriarchy: Meaning, Nature and Forms  

Unit-II  :Gender Debate-Sex  

Unit-III  :ConstructivismBiologism and Social  

Unit-IV :Empowerment of Women 

Unit-V :Debate over LGBT Rights 
 

Block :II :Women and Violence  

Unit-I :Public - Private Debate  

Unit-II : Understanding gender violence  

Unit-III Domestic violence and legal ProtectionPosition of Women,: Women in Family  

Unit-IV : Gender violence in Community 

Unit-V : Gender violence and the State  

 

Block :III  - Feminisms :Different Schools 

Unit-I :Liberal Feminism  

Unit-II :Socialist andMarxist Feminism  

Unit-III :Radical Feminism 

Unit-IV :Post-Modern Feminism. 

Unit-V :Ecofeminism 

 

Block :IV -Women’s movement, Rights and Work 
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Unit-I :Women’s Movement and Women’s Studies 

Unit-II: Women’s Movements in India  

Unit-III :Women’s Rights and Law in India 

Unit-IV :Sex Workers and Legal Protection in India 

Unit-V  :s work and Labour’Women  
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DSE - III 

Understanding Global Politics 
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Block - I :From Nation States to system of states  

Unit-I :Nation-state system: From society of states to system of states. 

Unit-II  : Evolution of the State system :From Westphalia to Post Treaty of Versailles 

Unit-III  : State system :Features, Growth and changes since World War II 

Unit-IV  : Sovereignty :Definition, Features and Challenges in the post-Cold Warera  

Unit-V:Globalization and state sovereignty 

 

Block :II- Global Economy 

Unit-I :Global Economy :Meaning, Nature and Significance,  

Unit-II  : Perspectives on Global Economy :Liberal and Neo Liberal, Nationalist and         

                  Marxist 

Unit-III :Contemporary perspectives of political Theory :World System and Dependency  

theory 

Unit-IV  : Bretton Woods System :context and emergence 

Unit-V  : Transnational Economic Actors  :GATT, WTO, IMF and Asian Development  

Bank 

 

Block :III - Identity and Culture  

Unit-I :North-South Divide :Global poverty and Inequalities 

Unit-II :South-South Cooperation 

Unit-III  : Globalization of Culture :Consumerism, Cultural imperialism and Resistance  

movement. 

Unit-IV  : International Conflict and War :Nature and dynamics  

Unit-V  : Terrorism :Meaning, Forms and Impact 

 

 

Block :IV :Environment and Global Civil Society 

Unit-I :Environmentalism :Meaning and Significance. 

Unit-II  : Major global environmental issues  :Global warming, Bio diversity and Resource  
scarcity, Globalization and Environment 

Unit-III :Environmental Protection :Different initiatives 

Unit-IV:Sustainable development :Issues and Debate 

Unit-V:Global Civil Society :Role and emerging trends. 
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DSE-IV : 

India’s Foreign Policy in a Globalizing World 
 

Block :I - From Post-Colonial State to an Aspiring Power. 

Unit-I  :Foreign Policy: Definition,Distinction with Domestic Policy. 

Unit -I I : India’s Foreign Policy :Genesis, Principles and Objectives. 

Unit -II I  :Determinants of India’s Foreign Policy making 

Unit-IV  :alignment in a Globalizing World-Understanding Non  

Unit-V :India as an Emerging Global Power - A Debate. 

 

Block :II - India’s Foreign Relations 

Unit-I  :India  and USA during Cold War 

Unit-II :Indiaand USA since 1990s 

Unit-III :Indo-Soviet Relations during Cold War 

 Unit-IV :India and Russiain the post Cold War 

Unit-V :India  and China :Changing Perspective 

 

Block :III Debating Regional Strategies 

Unit-I  :South Asia as a Regional Entity :Geo-strategic and Geo-Political Significance. 

Unit-II: Role of India in South Asia 

Unit-III :India’srole in SAARC 

Unit-I V  :Role of China in South Asia :Implications for India 

Unit-V :Environmental Problem in South Asia 

 

Block :IV Emerging Multipolar World 

Unit-I :From Bipolarity to Multi-polarity 

Unit -: Multipolarism :Meaning, Features  for its emergence sand reason  

Unit -III : China as an emergent power 

Unit-IV: Asia in a multipolar World   : Role and significance 

Unit-V :India ina Multi-Polar World: Role and significance 
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DSE-V: 

Understanding South Asia 
 

Module-1South Asia :Historical Legacy 

Unit-I: India  

Unit-II:Pakistan 

Unit-III:Sri Lanka 

Unit-IV:Nepal 

Unit-V:Bhutan 

 

Module-2Politics and Governance 

Unit-I: Indian Democracy :Nature and Trends 

Unit-II: Authoritarianism in Pakistan :Politics, Governance, Recent Trends. 

Unit-III: Monarchical System of Nepal :Recent Trends 

Unit-IV: Constitutional debate in Bhutan 

Unit-V: Military in Politics :Pakistan and Bangladesh 

 

Module-3Identity Politicsin South Asia 

Unit-I: Identity Politics in Pakistan. 

Unit-II: The Chakma Identity in Bangladesh 

Unit-III: Inequality and Relative Deprivation in Nepal 

Unit-IV: Ethnic Crisis in Sri Lanka 

Unit-V: Identity Politics and Globalization. 

 

Module-4 Regional Issues and Challenges. 

Unit-I: SAARC :Evolution,Objectives . 

Unit-II:SAARC :Role in South Asia. 

Unit-III:SAARC :Achievements and Failures . 

Unit-IV:Terrorism:Impact on Inter-State Relations. 

Unit-V: Inter-State Migration in South Asia 
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SKILL ENHANCEMENT COURSES 

SEC I: ICT IN EDUCATION 

Unit I: ICT in Education  ICT in Education: Meaning, Nature andScope.  Web. 1.0 and 

Web2.0  Free and Open-Source Software (FOSS)  Open Educational Recourses (OER)  

Unit II: Approaches, Stages and Competencies o Approaches in adoption and use of ICT in 

education: Emerging, Applying, Infusing, and Transforming. o Stages of ICT usage: 

awareness, learning how, understanding how and when, and specializing in the use of ICT 

tools.  Pedagogical Usages of ICT: supporting work performance, enhancing traditional 

teaching, facilitating learning and creating innovative learning environments  Teacher 

Competencies: Integration of Content, Pedagogy and Technology  

Unit III: ICT Tools of Computer Software: Application Word Processing, Spread sheet, 

Presentation tools o Web 2.0 Tools: Email, Blogs, Wikis, Social Networking, SocialBook 

Marking, Podcasting, Vodacasting and Concept Map. 
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A. K. Singh, Test, Measurement and Research Methods in Behavioral Sciences 

NCERT (2006), National Curriculum Framework 2005 Position Paper National Focus 

Group on Educational Technology.  

Singh, L. C. (Ed.), Educational Technology for Teachers and Educators.  

UNESCO (2002), Information and Communication Technology in Education: A Curriculum 

for Schools and Programme of Teacher Development.  

UNESCO (2008), Capacity Building for ICT Integration in Education. 

UNESCO (2008), ICT Competency Standards for Teachers: Policy Framework. 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 52 of 52 
 
  

SEC II: READING AND REFLECTING ON TEXTS 

Unit I: Reflections on Literacy 

Unit II: Reflections on Reading Comprehension 

Unit III: Skill Development in Responding to Text 

Unit IV: Reflecting upon Writing as a Process and Product 

Unit V: Practicing Independent Writing  
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